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LOT 556 CURTIN AVENUE, COTTESLOE 
Grievance 

DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe — Leader of the Liberal Party) [9.10 am]: I thank the Minister for Planning for 
taking my grievance. My grievance relates to the proposed amendment to the metropolitan region scheme that seeks 
to rezone lot 556 Curtin Avenue from public purposes–special uses to urban. Lot 556 contains the McCall Centre, 
locally known as the Old Cable Station, and the surrounding bushland. I want to make very clear that I am not 
opposing the development of this site. I believe that, if done right, there could be substantial community benefit from 
the preservation and redevelopment of the Old Cable Station. This will be particularly the case if the development 
is designed in a way that draws people to the area. However, I emphasise the significant local concern that exists 
about the potential sale, development and destruction of critical bushland on lot 556—concerns that I share. For 
some time, Friends of Mosman Park Bushlands, with the support of the Cottesloe Coastcare Association and 
both the Mosman Park and Cottesloe Residents and Ratepayers Associations, has advocated for the land around 
the Old Cable Station to be set aside. This would provide protection for the Vlamingh Parkland ecological link that 
currently runs from river to sea. 
The minister should recognise that the bushland within lot 556 forms a crucial part of the green link that exists 
between the Indian Ocean at Mosman Beach and the Swan River at Milo Beach. This link comprises Garungup Park, 
Minim Cove and the Chidley Point Bush Forever site. This existing tract of bushland, which is unique throughout the 
metropolitan region, provides a vital ecological link for rare and endangered flora and fauna that is unbroken by 
significant residential or commercial development. The Vlamingh Parkland ecological link provides native fauna 
with a critical habitat. I draw the minister’s attention particularly to the thriving colony of quenda at Minim Cove and 
the 18 bird species that use the bushland and associated water bodies. These include the white-browed scrubwren, the 
forest red-tailed and Carnaby’s black-cockatoo, and the locally rare variegated fairy-wren. Of special interest is the 
rainbow bee-eater, a migratory bird that uses this area and has seen its metropolitan habitats fall increasingly under threat. 
As the minister would be aware, small animals require nearly continuous bush coverage as they migrate. The 
existing bush link protects these native birds and mammals from predatory birds, cats and foxes by providing them 
with vital bush cover. Thus, as a vital remaining habitat for locally rare bird species and other small native fauna, it 
is vital that the Vlamingh Parkland ecological link remains protected. Although the area around the Old Cable Station 
itself is dominated by non-Indigenous Victorian tea-trees, introduced from south-eastern Australia, the densely 
packed understory these trees provide creates an ideal breeding and feeding ground for small birds—in particular, 
the white-browed scrubwren and variegated fairy-wrens. 
Additionally, there is every reason to believe that the bushland can be fully restored to reflect the original diversity 
of Indigenous plant species. In fact, volunteers from Friends of Mosman Park Bushlands, in conjunction with the 
Town of Mosman Park, have done an outstanding job progressively restoring and replanting the bushland through 
that area with endemic native flora. Therefore, the existence of some non-Indigenous flora around the Old Cable 
Station cannot, in good faith, be used as a justification for the destruction of this environmentally critical ecological 
link. The introduced flora provides a key breeding habitat for Indigenous fauna and there is a demonstrated will 
and capacity within community groups and the larger community to progressively restore diverse Indigenous flora 
to the bushland. If the whole area is sold for commercial development, the opportunity to maintain this unique 
ecological link between the river and the ocean, an ecological connection that protects and provides habitats for 
our local native flora and fauna, will be lost forever. I sincerely ask the minister to ensure that any development of 
lot 556 preserves enough bushland to ensure that the Vlamingh Parkland ecological link continues to function. 
Furthermore, I urge that future planning requirements and those concerns are given proper weight and consideration 
in any potential development of lot 556. 
As per the Leighton regional planning guidelines published in 2000, lot 556 is within the coastal foreshore reserve. The 
minister would be aware that typically a setback zone of 125 metres from the high-water mark is recommended. That 
setback creates a buffer against future coastal erosion processes and for this reason should not be built upon. That is 
occurring to the south-west of the Old Cable Station. Lot 556 starts at just 60 metres from the high-tide mark of an 
already eroding Mosman Beach. On some points along Curtin Avenue there is as little as 40 metres to the high-water 
mark. In light of the erosion that is already occurring, this must be considered in any development on that lot. 
It is also important to note that lot 556 and the surrounding area are sites of significant cultural heritage interest 
that ought to be preserved. The bush near the Old Cable Station is adjacent to the Vlamingh Memorial, reportedly 
the place where Europeans first landed in the Perth area in 1697, and restoring that is important. Moreover, and 
perhaps more significantly, the area has a rich Aboriginal heritage and has great cultural and historical significance 
to local Aboriginal families. The seven limestone hills in the area were connected by local Aboriginal families to the 
Star Dreaming story of the Seven Sisters. The site also adjoins the heritage-listed Aboriginal camp at Minim Cove. 
That site has been ascertained to have been occupied for over 10 000 years through carbon dating of Aboriginal 
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artefacts. Furthermore, the limestone rocks and the reef immediately adjacent to that area are especially significant 
and have ceremonial significance to local Aboriginal people. 
The minister must recognise that lot 556 and the surrounding bushland has enormous cultural and historical heritage—
a heritage that ought to be preserved and handed down to future generations. If the whole area is sold and developed 
for commercial purposes, much of that will be lost. It is important that the following critical issues are dealt with: 
maintaining the environmentally critical Vlamingh Parkland ecological link by preserving the bushland on the site; 
protecting and preserving cultural and historical heritage for both Aboriginal people and Europeans; considering 
the consequences of ongoing coastal erosion; and ensuring that the realignment of Curtin Avenue in the future is 
not frustrated. 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Planning) [9.17 am]: I thank the member for Cottesloe for his 
grievance. As the member outlined, the site is owned by the state government and contains a number of buildings, 
three of which are part of the former Cottesloe Old Cable Station, which is listed on the State Register of Heritage 
Places. In more recent years, the buildings on the site have been known as the McCall Centre and were occupied 
by the then Department for Child Protection and Family Support until 2016. The buildings are now unoccupied and 
are in a deteriorated state and surplus to government requirements. Metropolitan region scheme amendment 1389/57: 
Lot 556 Curtin Avenue, Cottesloe (The McCall Centre) proposes to rezone the site from public purposes–special uses 
reservation to the urban zone in the MRS. The intent of the proposed urban zoning is to facilitate the conservation of 
the heritage-listed buildings and to activate the use of the underutilised site through adaptive re-use of these buildings. 
The public submissions period for MRS amendment 1389/57 closed on 29 April 2022. The Department of Planning, 
Lands and Heritage is currently reviewing submissions on the amendment and it is anticipated that the amendment 
will be presented to the Western Australian Planning Commission for its consideration in the second half of this 
year. In response to some of the issues raised by the member for Cottesloe, the potential retention and protection 
of the remnant vegetation will be carefully considered by the Western Australian Planning Commission and me when 
making any decision on the amendment. As part of this, careful consideration will be given to the recommendations 
of relevant policies and any advice of the relevant state government agencies. 

In relation to the further realignment and expansion of Curtin Avenue, I want to make this point: if the Fremantle 
port were to be retained in its current position for decades to come, there would need to be a significant change to 
Curtin Avenue. It would need to be duplicated to a four-lane divider road for about six kilometres extending over 
the Fremantle passenger line and north to West Coast Highway. As a consequence of our decision to relocate the 
port, we do not believe that is the future of Curtin Avenue. I do not think most people in that area would want to 
see a complete change in Curtin Avenue. We believe that our plan to relocate the container port to Kwinana and 
then to change the nature of the Fremantle inner harbour will really help the residents of the western suburbs.  

Another key point I would like to make is that when planning the new Fremantle Traffic Bridge, we are trying to 
take into consideration not only the needs of today, but also of 10 years’ time and when, in the future, the container 
trade will not be there. We envisage the precinct as having a very thriving tourism and hospitality industry with 
short-term accommodation and, in the longer term, as a full residential accommodation precinct. It is quite an 
interesting time for that area. Like I said, I believe the opposition’s plan is still to build Roe 8 and 9 and retain the 
Fremantle port for decades, which would have a significant impact on the people living in the western suburbs. 

On all the other issues raised, including the coastline, a coastal hazard setback assessment has been prepared for 
the site. An analysis will be done of the Aboriginal heritage at the development application stage. The protection 
of the Aboriginal heritage places will be addressed more specifically in the more detailed stages of the planning 
development process. We will address the coastal, environmental, Aboriginal heritage and, of course, the road 
alignment issues. The WAPC is a very thorough organisation. Scheme amendments such as this one are referred 
to all the relevant agencies that will examine the submissions that have been made as part of the public advertising 
and, of course, the advice from the relevant agencies. I know that this matter has gathered a lot of interest and will 
continue to gather a lot of interest. Careful consideration will be given to all the issues that were raised today and 
all the matters that will be raised throughout the public consultation. We will be very much understanding of the 
local environment and the history of the centre when we look at the future of the precinct. Many of the issues that 
have been raised can be mitigated or managed as part of the analysis and the scheme amendment. 

I thank the member for his grievance. It is certainly something that will draw a lot of attention, as projects in that 
area often do. We will make sure that we consider all the issues that have been raised. 
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